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                                                                              PLAYWRIGHT BIO’S

Bedard, Mike:  He lives in Bakersfield.  Mike is a student at Bakersfield College, where he is pursuing an English Major.  He has acted in numerous plays in local theaters and had a one-act play produced at the Bakersfield Community Theater.  His play, IDLE, won 3rd place in 2010 Center of the World Festival.
Bert, Norman:  He resides in Lubbock, Texas and teaches playwriting at Texas Tech University.  He has written over 20 scripts, most of which have been published or produced, as well as directing over 30 plays of new works by students.  He considers himself an amateur as his plays have not been produced in a professional theater.

Cram, Mike:  He lives in Pine Mountain Club.  He has extensive experience in film production, being past director of USC School of Medicine’s Television department, and being the art videographer for artist Paul McCarthy for 25 years.  Participation in the Festival is his first venture into playwriting.
Cranton, John:  He resides in Las Vegas, Nevada.  He describes himself as a newspaper reporter for 20 years, who is currently a senior writer for the marketing company “National Sports Services.”  He has never had any play sold or produced on stage.

Fisher, Mark A:  He lives in Tehachapi.  Mark is a writer, who only recently began writing short plays.  He describes himself as a data analyst with a love of writing. He is a published poet.  He is host of a play-reading group at a local coffee house in Tehachapi, and is involved in their local community theater.   His play, THE BIRDWATCHER, tied for 4th place in 2010 Center of the World Festival.
Freeman, Seth:  He resides in Pacific Palisades, California.  He describes himself as a math graduate from UC Berkeley, who is a supporter of nature and the environment.  His plays have been produced in the Bay area and Off-Off Broadway, yet he is an amateur as he has not been paid for a play except for a $100 First Place Prize in a college playwriting contest.

Medina, Louis: He lives in Bakersfield. He lived in Japan from 1984 to 1993.  Louis works for United Way.  He has worked as a journalist, and has written three full-length screenplays and three stage plays.  Three of his works have been produced in live readings.  His play, COMMON DENOMINATORS, won 3rd place at 2009 Center of the World Festival.  His play, GOODNIGHT FRIEND…GOODBYE FRIEND, won 1st Place in 2010 Center of the World Festival.
Owen, Gregory:  He resides in Warrensburg, Missouri.  He is a freelance scenic designer/artist.  Four of his scripts have been produced in an academic setting at the University of Central Missouri.  His plays have not been published or produced in other venues.  He loves to write as it is a form of stress release for him.
Rulseh, Ellen:  She lives in Madison, Wisconsin.  She is a published author of fiction, which is distributed nationally to public libraries, and writes feature articles for publications such as the Milwaukee Journal and the New York Times.  She considers herself an amateur playwright as her work has received readings only at Madison theater groups.

Utemark, Arissa:  She resides in Topeka, Kansas, and attends Washburn University.  She likes to write and watch paranormal investigation shows.  She has been a lover of theater for years, and has been a casual storyteller, but is just beginning to write plays.
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